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ve Treat, an inmate at the New Castle Correctional Facility,
‘Cemer holiday program. Money Yor the gifts - about $7,5

Prison,
inmates,
nonprofit

)yme together
to help
families for
the holidays

By CRAIG MAUGER

emaugar@thecouriertimes.com

he last time Calvin

Tynes wrapped a

Christmas gift was
in 1990,

So as he creased wrap-
ping paper and cut it to fit
around a Tghint
Wednesday  morning,
memories came rushing
back to him.

Tynes has been locked
up &t varlous- prisons in
Indiana for 19 years. On

Wednesday, he was one of -

13 inmates at the New
Castle Correctional Facility

ol

. who volunieered. to wrap

$7,300 in Christmag gifts
to be donated 1o needy
children in Henry County.
" For the GEO ' Group,
which runs the New Cas-

te prison, Westminster

Community Center, the
nonprofit behind the pro-
gram, and the inmates,
the work of finding fami-
lies in need, buying gifts
and wrapping them is

‘about one thing: giving a

bappy Christmas to chil-

dren who would other-

wise not have one.
As Tynes worked in the
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prison’s . visit»au;ipn room,
he said the wonderful part
about the program is that
it benefits kids,

Wearing a tan prison
uniform, he said it was
great to see the names of
the children scribbled in
black marker on the boxes
in which the gifts the
inmates wrapped were
placed.

Each year, a pErcentage
of the money spent on
packages for inmates by
family and friends goes to
charity. Far the past. three
years, money has gone 10
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wraps a gitt fora. ﬂeedy child. Thlrteen inmates took part in wrappmg prasents for a Westminster Comml
00 ~ was raised through inmate package purchases, (C¥ phetn Craig Maugsr) ‘

Westminster Communit
Center’s efforts to provid:
Christmas gifts for need:
families, _

Once the money is i
hand, prison staff mem
bers go to steres - thi:
year Kohl's and Toys R'Ur
- to buy clothes and toys
Seventy children will eact
receive $40 in clothes anc
$60'in toys because of the
prison’s efforts.

After the items are pur
chased, inmates volunteer
to ‘wrap the glfts
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wo _' burglary iSu‘spe;Cts a

arges filed against the New Castle men

Castle, appeared for ini-
tial hearings Wednesday
in Henry Superior" Court

pear in Superic

ment officer. Smith is also tering a police officer.

charged with ome count

of residential entry.

A wial date of April

was set for both men.
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Marroquin Antanet, left, and Darrel Seutlock wrap a gift for a needy child as part of a Westminster Community Center program. Scurlock
said after he is released from prison, he plans to do more charity, (C-T photo Craig Mauger;

INMATES

On Wednesday, It was
an all-day-task. With holi-
day music, iike “Fli-Be
ﬁ“ﬁi’g“.f (3 - Chrisunds, ”
playing inthe Backgroind,
the inmates worked from
about 9:30 a.am. untl 3
p.om.

Then, Westminster col-
lected the gifts, so it can
dispense them before
Christmas,

For Scott Fitch, the assis-
tant superintendent of the
New Castle Correctional
Famhty, the progmm is

with their families, and the
Christmas program is a
way for them to celebrate
the holiday. by wrapping
gifts for other families.
Inmate Brian Birdsong
said’ he’ ‘h"as“fmir chfldres:
He'$Aid-ivs YoUEh 10'Bé in
prison on the - holidays
because he knows his fam-
ily is on the outside with-

“ou! him,

Although Birdsong said
he had never wrapped a
Christrnas gift before he
was put in prison, he said
the Weshninsler program
provides some good prac-
tice,

. By about 10:30 a.m.

YA andrr hahad aleander

Jeff Kundert, Westmin-
ster Community Center
executive direclor,
Westminster is trying to
buy gifis for abour 170
children _this year’ The
phsbn i’ he}pmg aiitwith

‘abdut 70 of tHein, he safd!

He said the 'Christmas
gift program helps families
who don't have exura
mouney 10 spend on hol-
day gifts for their children.

“If you put your feet inio
those kind -of shoes, you
wish there was somehbody
that could kind of help you
make it through,” Kundert
said. _

" Don Stine, superinten-

Aant  af tha Near Cactle

said.

est -privately-run prison in
the U.5. and the second
largest in the world.

As dor the Chiristmas
progm‘in, Stine saild many

nrnates feel remorse -for
‘what they've ‘done ihithéiz
‘past, and because of that,

they - enjoy volunteermg
and wrapping presents for
children in need.

For inmaie Darreli Scur-
lock, the wrapping was a
fun activity.

Scurlock sald he would
like to be able to see the
children’s faces as they
open their gifts on Christ-
mas day. But he said he
knows he'won't be able to
heranee” hefll he  hehing



